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Meeting Minutes 

June 27, 2012 

 

4:00 PM 

The Burleigh County Board of Health convened a meeting with Board Members Curtis 

Juhala, Jack Kavaney, Karen Macdonald, Mary Tello-Pool, and County Commissioner 

Jerry Woodcox present. 

 

Approval of March 28, 2012 Minutes 

Mary Tello-Pool made a motion to approve the March 28, 2012 minutes.  The motion 

was second by Karen Macdonald.  Motion carried. 

 

Final approval of septic code 

A letter from Aaron Johnson was reviewed regarding the draft ordinance:  “Rules and 

Regulation Governing On-Site Sewage Treatment Systems.”  State’s Attorney, Richard 

Riha, has not reviewed this ordinance.  Jerry Woodcox will meet with Richard to discuss 

the ordinance and who handles the 1-2 mile ETA and 2-4 mile ETA.  He will also find 

out who the City of Bismarck contracts with in rural Burleigh County.  The next step is to 

schedule a public forum during a County Commission Meeting.  Mary Tello-Pool made a 

motion to accept the draft ordinance and continue to move forward with a public forum.  

The motion was second by Karen Macdonald.  Motion carried. 

 

Woman’s Way Report 

Theresa Schmidt provided a verbal and writing report on the Woman’s Way activities.  

Items noted: 

 

 Statewide screening goal changed from 3,200 to 3,000 due to decreased funding and 

more stringent guidelines. 

 Bismarck/Burleigh reached their goal of 352 screenings. 

 Changes in screening guidelines for pap tests and mammographies. 

 Increases community partnerships to assist with funding for some diagnoses and 

treatment not covered by the grant. 

 

Nutrition Program 

Cathy Deics has been in her position for five months.  She has been working with the 

“Go Team” collaboration and has offered to teach “Bodyworks” for pre-teen, teens, and 

their families.  It is a grant program, and families can receive five visits.  A written report 

will be followed and included with the minutes of this meeting. 
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Emergency Preparedness Program 

Crystalynn Kuntz reminded everyone present that the Full-Scale Point of Dispensing Exercise is 

being held tomorrow to simulate a mass dispensing for the community.  They will measure and 

test throughput (how many citizens they can do in a certain period of time.)  The exercise will 

run from 2:00-4:00 pm and Century High School.  Everyone is invited to participate and view 

the process. 

 

She is also working with her Transportation/Evacuation Coalition for institutions as well as the 

general public receiving at-home care. 

 

Tobacco Prevention and Control Report 

Pat McGeary provided a verbal and written report of activities.  Most notable is the increased use 

of residents utilizing the quitline as well as Crescent Manor and West (291 units in Burleigh 

County Housing) going smoke free on January 1, 2013.  Pat also provided members with the 

Spring 2012 Bismarck Tobacco Free Coalition Newsletter. 

 

Community Improvement Plan 

Jessica Mann was not present to provide a report and will follow up with a written report to be 

included with the minutes of this meeting.  Paula Flanders provided a quick summary regarding 

the last meeting that was facilitated by Dr. Pickard.  Five concerns were identified: 

1. Pediatric Obesity 

2. Child Poverty 

3. Binge Drinking 

4. Substance Abuse 

5. Affordable Housing 

 

Pandemic Influenza 2009 

Paula Flanders provided data on the H1N1 Flue Pandemic of 2009.  A hard copy will be 

provided with the minutes of this meeting. 

 

Bismarck/Burleigh Public Health will be hosting a Pandemic Tabletop Exercise on July 28, 2012 

at 9:30 a.m. to continue to prepare for a pandemic. 

 

Outstanding Public Health Worker of the Year 2012 

Connie Griffin received the Public Health Outstanding Service Award of the Year at the Rural 

and Public Health Conference in Grand Forks on May 31st, 2012.  Board Members provided 

their congratulations to Connie. 

 

County Board of Health Jurisdiction 

Kelly Nagel is the liaison between Public Health and the Department of Health and is inquiring 

whether the County Board of Health has jurisdiction since there is a City Board of Health.  Jerry 

Woodcox will seek an opinion from the State’s Attorney. 

  



























Community Health Improvement Planning 

On June 12th, Dr Pickard, Senior Epidemiologist facilitated Community Health Assessment and 
Improvement Planning meeting with the Bismarck-Burleigh Community Health Coalition.  Twenty three 
members of the coalition attended the meeting.  Dr. Pickard stressed that although Bismarck Burleigh 
Public Health has taken a facilitating position within the coalition, the process of developing a healthy 
community belongs to all agencies serving the community.   

We began using the MAPP-Mobilizing for Action Through Planning and Partnerships framework to guide 
us in the steps of planning for a healthier community.  This framework defines a community-wide 
strategic planning process for improving community health which is facilitated by public health leaders.  
MAPP is not an agency-focused assessment tool; rather, it is a method that helps communities prioritize 
community health issues and identify resources addressing them, and take action. 

Coalition members identified the following as key community concerns: 

1.    Pediatric Obesity 

2.    Child Poverty 

3.    Binge Drinking 

4.    Substance Abuse 

5.    Affordable Housing 

Based on previous assessment data discussed in the Roundtable event this past March, coalition 
members felt that the pediatric obesity is an issue that must be address. The goal of the MAPP 
framework is to use of the strengths that exists in the community in solving identified issues.   We are 
pleased that Go! Bismarck-Mandan was able to strengthen their partnerships in the community by 
informing the members of our coalition about the work they have completed as well as work they desire 
to achieve within the community focused on pediatric obesity.  Bismarck Burleigh Community Health 
Coalition plan to collaborate with Go! Bismarck-Mandan to work on this issue.  

The concerns above have been identified as important issues by the agencies representing Bismarck-
Burleigh Community Health Coalition and we appreciate the passion and efforts in improving our 
community.  This meeting is not the conclusion to addressing the community concerns.  We will bring 
coalition members back together to discuss the remaining topics.   

 Jessica Mann, RN 

 



H1N1 FLU PANDEMIC OF 2009 

Report for the 06/27/2012 County Commission 

By Paula Flanders 

According to a study of an international group of scientists (Reuters) the H1N1 flu pandemic of 2009 
killed an estimated 284,500 people, some 15 times the number confirmed by lab tests at the time.  
The original count compiled by the World Health Organization (WHO) was 18,500 and was reported 
to be a gross understatement for due to several factors.  The virus is not always detachable after 
death and due to deaths of those without access to healthcare.  This new study shows 51% of the 
deaths occurred in Africa and Southeast Asia, which accounts for 38% of the world’s population. 

The H1N1 influenza virus caused the “swine” flu.  The first know victim was in central Mexico in 
March of 2009.  By April it reached California, infecting a 10 year old boy, and then spread quickly 
around the world, triggering fears and even panic.  CDC warned Americans not to travel to Mexico if it 
was not necessary.  Egypt ordered the slaughter of all of the country’s pigs.  The fears were based on 
the unusual nature of the virus which contained a combination of bird, swine and human virus, a 
combination never seen before.  Scientists were unsure how transmittable or deadly this virus would 
be; WHO declared H1N1 flu a pandemic in June 2009, when labs had identified cases in 74 countries. 

The results of the study painted a picture of a flu that did not treat all victims equally. It killed two to 
three times as many victims in Africa as elsewhere.  Children (0-18) were infected the most, 4 to 33%, 
adults (18-64) 0-22% and elderly (64 and older) hardly at all, 0-4%.   Even though the elderly were 
more likely to die once they caught the virus, 80% of the deaths were in people younger than 65.  In 
contrast, in seasonal influenza outbreaks, the elderly account for 80 to 90% of the deaths.  It is 
thought that this aged population was spared because they carried some antibodies from a virus 
which had circulated before 1957. 

It was concluded that because of the relative youth of the victims, the 2009 pandemic stole more 
than three times as many years of life than the typical seasonal flu: 9.7 million years of life lost 
compared to 2.8 million years of life lost if it had targeted the elderly as seasonal flu does. 

H1N1 began to be reported and diagnosed less worldwide by November 2009.  WHO declared the 
epidemic at an end in August 2010. 

Bismarck Burleigh Public Health gave 7574 in two dozen clinics including the large Point of 
distribution (POD) at Century High School (1544) from 10/20/09 through 02/11/10 and through our 
Nurse of the Day, Home Health, and Optimal Pregnancy Outcome Programs.  North Dakota had 3222 
lab confirmed cases while Burleigh County had 618 cases; 21 were hospitalized.   Those hospitalized 
ranged in age from seven months to 72 years with the mean age of 13 years.  There were no deaths 
in North Dakota. 
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